Energy can be defined as the capacity to do work. The behavior of energy
is described by the two laws of thermodynamics. Early humans had modest
energy requirements, mostly food and fuel for fire to cook and keep warm.
In today’s society, we consume 110 times more energy per person as
compared to early humans. Nowadays, energy is a necessary component of
almost all economic, production and service activities. Energy resources
are all forms of fuels used in the modern world that can produce heat,
move objects, and generate electrical energy.
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When another old cave is discovered in the south of France, it fills few
people with wonder. Such discoveries are so frequent that hardly anybody
pays attention to them. However, when the Lascaux cave was discovered in
1940, the world was amazed. Hundreds of pictures were painted directly on
its walls showing how people lived thousands of years ago. The pictures
show people hunting animals, such as bison or wild cats. Other images
depict birds and, most noticeably, horses, which appear in more than 300
wall images.

In many cases, the paintings have been unfortunately exposed to the
destructive effects of water and temperature changes, which easily destroy
them. Because the Lascaux cave has many entrances, air movement has
also damaged the images inside. Although they are not out in the open air,
where natural light would have destroyed them long ago, many of the
images have deteriorated and are barely recognizable.

To prevent further damage, the site was closed to tourists in 1963, 23
years after it was discovered.
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The EuroTalk is a London-based company that primarily makes
language-learning software. Recently, their One billion project has been in
the news, especially since their math-learning app for children in Malawi
was shown to improve learning. Dr. Nicola Pitchford, a psychologist from
the University of Nottingham, found that children using the app tripled
their knowledge of math in just eight weeks.

Jamie Stuart, Chief Technology Officer of One billion, explains that
“children are put in groups of 30 or even 60 and taken to a special
classroom to spend 30 minutes every other day with the device. One tablet
device can be used by ten or twelve children each day. Each class is
managed by an international volunteer, and there is a virtual teacher
guiding the student through the app.”

The name “Onebillion” comes from the “goal of reaching one billion
children.” “This is more or less the number of children who don’t have the
opportunity to learn basic skills,” says Andrew Ashe, who started
EuroTalk. Primary education has been free in Malawi since 1994, and the
one million increase in student enrolment has put pressure on teachers,
classrooms, and resources. Educating children in developing countries has
many great benefits. For example, explains Ashe, “There is very strong
evidence that if you can get the basic skills right at primary level for girls,
they have healthier children, and more likely to be part of the economy.”
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When the Great Fire of London happened in 1666, a plague, a deadly
infectious disease, had already started in 1665.At the time, much of central
London consisted of closely packed and poorly made wooden buildings that
made it hard for people to stay warm in winter weather.

This created an unhealthy environment because microbes traveled freely
from home to home. In addition, the buildings were on narrow, dirty
streets where people threw their garbage Mice were attracted by the trash
in the streets. they brought fleas—the carriers of the plague. Once people
caught the plague from the fleas, the disease spread rapidly throughout the
city.
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Hearing loss in children has many causes, including congenital ones,
meaning those which are present at birth or soon thereafter, and acquired
causes, those which occur as a child ages. Hearing loss may be the result of
several of these factors combined. However, it is not always possible to
determine the exact cause.

WHO estimates that about 60% of hearing loss in children under the age
of 15 is preventable. This figure is higher in low-and middle-income
countries (75%) as compared to high-income countries of the world (49%).
The difference could be due to the overall higher occurrence of hearing loss
which results from infections in low-resource settings, as well as stronger
maternal and child health services in high income countries.

Over 30% of childhood hearing loss is caused by diseases such as measles,
mumps, rubella, meningitis and ear infections. This can be prevented
through immunization and good hygiene practices. Another 17% of
childhood hearing loss results from complications at birth, including
prematurity, low birth weight, birth asphyxia, and neonatal jaundice.
Improved maternal and child health practices would help to prevent these
complications. The use of ototoxic medicines in expectant mothers and
newborns, which is responsible for 4% of childhood hearing loss, could
potentially be avoided.
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Today’s cars are smaller, safer, cleaner, and more economical than their
predecessors, but the car of the future will be far more pollution-free than
those on the road today. Several new types of automobile engines have
already been developed that run on alternative sources of power, such as
electricity, compressed natural gas, etc. Electricity, however, is the only
zero-emission option presently available.

Although electric vehicles will not be truly practical until a powerful,
compact battery or other dependable source of current is available,
transport experts foresee a new variety of electric vehicles, like electric
bikes, entering everyday life. As automakers work to develop practical
electrical vehicles, urban planners and utility engineers are focusing on
infrastructure systems to support and make the best use of the new cars.
Public charging facilities will need to become as common as today’s gas
stations. Public parking spots on the street or in commercial lots will need
to be equipped with devices that allow drivers to charge their batteries
while they are shopping, dining, or attending a concert.

Planners foresee electric shuttle buses, trains, and neighborhood vehicles
all meeting at transit centers that would have facilities for charging and
renting. Commuters will be able to rent a variety of electric cars to suit
their needs: light trucks, one-person three-wheelers, small cars, or
electric/gasoline hybrid cars for longer trips, which will no doubt take
place on automated freeways capable of handling five times the number of
vehicles that can be carried by freeways today.
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Americans go through 100 billion grocery bags every year. One estimate
suggests that Americans use more than 12 million barrels of oil each year
just to produce plastic grocery bags that end up in landfills. after only one
use and then take centuries to decompose. Paper bags are a problem, too.

To ensure that they are strong enough to hold a full load, most are
produced from virgin paper, which requires cutting down trees that absorb
carbon dioxide. It is estimated that about 15 million trees are cut down
annually to produce the 10 billion paper bags we go through each year in
the United States. Make it a point to carry a reusable bag with you when
you shop, and then when you are asked, “Paper or plastic?”, you can say,
“Neither.”
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Two major dictionary publishers, Merriam-Webster and Dictionary.com,

have chosen “pandemic” as the 2020 word of the year. Merriam-Webster
said its decision was based on the “extremely high numbers” of people who
had looked up pandemic in its online dictionary in 2020.

The World Health Organization (WHO) declared COVID-19 a pandemic
on March 11, 2020. The Merriam-Webster Learner’s Dictionary defines
“pandemic” as an occurrence in which a disease spreads very quickly and
affects a large number of people over a wide area or throughout the world.
Searches for “pandemic” on the Merriam-Webster website rose more than
115,000 percent on March 11, 2020 compared to a year earlier. Also,
Dictionary.com said searches for “pandemic” on its website increased more
than 13,000 percent on that day.

Other dictionaries also chose COVID-19-related terms as their 2020 word
of the year. Britain’s Cambridge Dictionary chose “quarantine.” It said
searches for the word increased in March when many countries ordered
public restrictions to limit the spread of COVID-19. Collins Dictionary,
another British publisher, chose “lockdown.” It said the word represents a
uniting experience for people across the world. Under lockdown in 2020,
Collins said “normal public life is suspended” and “we see few people and
fewer places.” It added that lockdown is now seen as “a public health
measure.”
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Since 1930, scores measuring intelligence quotient (IQ) have been
increasing across the globe. James Flynn first discovered this phenomenon
in the 1980s in the United States. Further analysis found that it was
occurring in every country where such data was collected. This trend is
referred to as the Flynn Effect, an increase in intelligence test scores
worldwide with each passing year. Researchers have devoted a significant
amount of study to the effect not only because of its geographic scope but
also because the rise has occurred every year over the past century.

Are we getting smarter? Generally speaking, 1Q tests are designed to
measure both fluid intelligence and crystallized intelligence. Fluid
intelligence refers to problem-solving abilities, such as looking for patterns
and using visual cues to solve problems. Crystallized intelligence refers to
learned skills, such as math and vocabulary. When IQ tests are
administered, the convention is to set the average of the test results to 100,
with a standard deviation of 15 to 16 points. The test score distribution is
restandardized with every new batch of test-takers, such that the number
100 consistently shows the average score of that year’s test takers. When
younger subjects take older tests, their average score is higher than the
previous group’s average: The Flynn Effect.
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Ordinary people have always been attracted to the world of movies and
movie stars. One way to get closer to this world is to become a movie extra.
For example Extras are the people seated at tables in a restaurant while the
two main actors are in conversation. Extras don’t normally speak any
lines, but they help make the scenes look real. Being a movie extra might
seem like a lot of fun. You get to see what life is like behind the scenes. But
don’t forget that being an extra is really a job, and it’s mostly about doing
nothing. First-time extras are often shocked to learn how slow the process
of movie making is. In a finished movie, the action may move quickly, But
it can sometimes take a whole day to shoot a scene that appears for just a
few minutes on the screen. Despite the long hours and low pay, many
people still apply for the job.
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The Colosseum in Rome, Italy, is one of the most famous buildings in the
world. This 2000-year-old outdoor stadium has 50000 seats and has been
used for many kinds of events. The Colosseum was mostly used for
gladiator games. Professional fighters would entertain audiences by
fighting other gladiators. People loved watching these very bloody and
deadly fights. Getting a seat to a gladiator game was often difficult, similar
to popular sports games today.

Animal hunts were also held at the Colosseum. Painters and builders
would create a large forest, which would even have real trees and plants.
Exotic animals, such as hippos, giraffes, and tigers, were brought in from
other countries. Contests would be held to see who could hunt the most
animals. These hunts were usually very large. One animal hunt could have
1100 animals and 10000 gladiators and last for 123 days.

The Colosseum has gone through earthquakes, fires, and other disasters.
So, large events no longer take place inside. However, the Colosseum is still
used for smaller performances and shows. Many large concerts are often
held just outside of the Colosseum.
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Sharks have been the most feared predators of the ocean. They have been
around since the time of dinosaurs. They can be found in oceans all over
the world, and they have also been found in some rivers and lakes. One
difference between most other fishes and sharks is that most fishes have
bones, but sharks have cartilage. Cartilage is tough, but it is not as strong
as a bone. Another difference is that sharks are only able to swim forward,
while most fishes can swim forward and backward. Fishes also generally
have slippery scales, while sharks have rough scales that feel like
sandpaper.
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Earth Hour is organized by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), and
it’s a big event usually at the end of March every year. On this evening,
people all around the world “go dark” — that is, turn off lights in their
homes, schools and businesses all at the same time for one hour.

Earth Hour started in Australia in 2007, when 2.2 million people in
Sydney turned off all unnecessary lights for an hour. It has grown into an
international event since then, and many countries around the world have
taken part. Many famous buildings, such as the Eiffel Tower in Paris and
New York’s Empire State Building, have gone dark for Earth Hour. Even
astronauts on the International Space Station have taken part by reducing
their power use on the station.

The idea is to raise awareness of environmental issues and call for action
to protect nature, so that people enjoy healthy, happy and sustainable lives
now and in the future. It is true that turning off the lights for just one hour
saves only a small amount of power. But, this is only the beginning. Joining
Earth Hour makes people think about the problem of climate change and
what they can do in their everyday lives to protect nature.
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